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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on 25th February 2016 at Ashdale 
 

Present:  Allyson Barron (Chair), John Ward, Margaret Martin, Sheila Hunter, 
                       Peter Aldous, Brian Hunter, Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Lynne Ward 
 
Guest:  Cllr Colin Law (Waveney District Council) 
 
Apologies:     Cllr Mike Barnard (Waveney District Council) 
 
Encroachment 
 
Cllr Law built on the report he had previously sent.  Full notes of this part of the meeting 
were taken.  It can be summarized by Cllr Law saying that Waveney DC are trying to 
address the bigger picture. This means other drainage work in the area needs to be tackled 
first so the dyke in Bonds Meadow can flow freely.   Multiple agencies are involved.  The 
Woods Meadow development seems to be having a negative effect.  Cllr Law assured us a 
plan is coming together but funding has to be found in a difficult funding climate.  Currently 
WDC regard Bonds Meadow as low flooding risk.  We stressed that insurance companies 
have assessed the area as at high risk of flooding.  Cllr Law confirmed that once drainage 
issues are resolved WDC will be in a strong position to enforce removal of the dam as there 
will be a blockage.  Regarding the fenced off land, which is a separate issue, the committee 
still does not understand why the Land Registry did not accept WDC’s evidence that BMCA 
has managed the land for many years over the resident’s application. Cllr Law said they 
have made this point, so far without success.  Cllr Law confirmed that if the land has been 
declared a public open space, it cannot be fenced off by the owner.  We are unsure if Bonds 
Meadow is a public open space.  He said he would take it further.  At this point Cllr Law had 
to leave the meeting earlier than planned owing to an unforeseen emergency.  He was 
thanked for his contribution.  After he left the Committee agreed that Margaret would e-mail 
her meeting notes to Cllr Law together with a letter requesting action points, as follows: - The 
flooding risk needs to be corrected.  Can WDC re-assess the flood risk in the light of the 
insurance information?  We understand the funding problems but would urge WDC to make 
the corrective works a priority.   John and Lynne will seek advice regarding the Land 
Registry.  We would like to meet Cllr Law again in six months’ time to check progress.  
Margaret will ask him to give us 2 or 3 dates in September when he could be available.  We 
could ask Sandra Tonge and Charlie Yeatman who have both carried out work on Bonds 
Meadow over several years to write a statement confirming they have worked on the land.  
Sandra produced this evidence which went to WDC with our original evidence that we have 
managed the land.  John said he will ask Charlie Yeatman. 
 
We then proceeded with a shortened meeting. 
 
Previous Minutes were agreed to be correct. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
This was presented by Margaret on behalf of Sheila as Brian and Sheila had to leave early 
owing to a domestic emergency. 
 
Balance at 29/01/16        733-53 
Cheque for Allyson (Strimmer Repair)    -   25-00 
          708-53 
Insurance        - 246-38 
Balance         462-15 
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Treasurer’s Report (continued) 
 
The cheque issued to Allyson needs to be re-issued as it was accidently shredded.  The 
annual website fee of £95 needs to be paid.  John has informed Sheila.  We agreed to pay 
this.  We discussed seeking sponsorship.  John and Lynne are meeting their funding contact 
next week.   
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Allyson was unable to secure funding for the wood-chipper through Signpost.  She said 
Waveney Norse did not agree we needed one.  Allyson is still researching possibilities.  
Congratulations on our Anglia in Bloom Level 4 (Thriving) Award.  Lindsey Andrews of 
Butterflies of Britain has been invited to join the committee.  She will be invited to our next 
committee meeting. 
 
PROJECT MANAGERS REPORT                                                       25th February 2016 
 

First of all I was delighted to recently receive alongside Allyson and Margaret the Britain in 

Bloom Anglia Royal Horticultural Society award as part of Anglia in Bloom 2015 Its your 

Neighbourhood scheme. It’s a true acknowledgement of our endeavors, and even though we 

don't all pull together to receive awards, it confirms something that we already know, that we 

have a unique offering, and must do everything that we can to protect it. 

This year’s level attained was 'Thriving' and that genuinely sums up how we are progressing 

with Bonds Meadow. The improvement from last years 'Improving' is gratifying as was due 

mainly to the work undertaken to clear out vegetation alongside Hall Road, and open up our 

woods, together with the community orchard project which greatly impressed the judging 

panel. 

Green Hero Awards 2016 

Recently we were notified by Steff Jones, the Environment Officer for Suffolk CC that we had 

failed to make the final 2 entries from over 100 entries received for their Green Hero award 

as part of their 2016 Creating the Greenest County Awards.     

Activity – Recently. 

Pathways - All Pathways are checked weekly, and cleared of encroachment. Some have 

become very slippery due to the mud. Where possible we are making safe by depositing 

chippings on the upward slope to Sunhenge, and by widening the path, and putting down cut 

vegetation on the approach to the lower meadow. I have never seen the pathways as muddy 

as they are currently. 

Litter Picking – Excellent work by Margaret each week continuing her weekly litter patrols 

helps ensure that litter is kept to a minimum. This week Allyson picked up the litterbag and 

had a good sweep of the meadows. 

Tree problems –  Since my last report we have lost more trees. In an effort to reduce the 

high water levels that result in overflow onto the lower areas that run alongside the main 

pathway. Peter Gray and myself spent 2 Tuesdays digging out a channel that had become 

blocked with vegetation and fallen branches, and this has helped get some of the water  
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 

away. It terminates in the ditch alongside Hall Road. We also spent a morning clearing the 

main ditch that runs alongside the main pond, and extends the length of Bonds Meadow. 

This too had become obstructed by tree branches, some of which had been placed there by 

neighbouring residents. Where possible I also removed the roughly made dams that had 

similarly been constructed by the residents. 

BOB – Butterflies of Britain update. They have planned to launch key events, all to be 

staged at Bonds Meadow. On April 9th as part of their launch they will be holding a Family 

Fun Day.  Through me they have asked if any committee member could volunteer to assist 

from 10.00am to 1.00 close either with manning their gardening table, or Craft table. 

Possibly even manning Bonds Meadow own publicity table. They intend to use the meadow 

for outdoor practical sessions with schools from the spring by staging nursery classes on 

Fridays, and in July to correspond with a national campaign (taking place July 15-17) they 

will hold the Big Butterfly event.     

The morning will consist of:- 

Butterfly trail through the path way leading to the meadow. 

Craft table set up in the meadow. (Volunteers needed for this).  

Gardening table for children to sow their own butterfly planter. (Volunteers needed for this)  

B.O.B obstacle course game. 

Find the Caterpillars game.  

Face painting. Table set up for Bonds Meadow membership and volunteer sign up.  

Cake and refreshment table set up. (Volunteers needed for cake making)  

We will have a table set up for B.O.B tots group sign up and selling our butterfly photos.  

Regarding the use of Bonds Meadow - Lindsey would like to use Bonds for further family 

events during school holidays.  Big butterfly count to follow before the summer holidays.  

To hold a weekly tots group every Friday. (Can she store gazebo in the lock up and rugs for 

children to sit on?)  

To create a B.O.B butterfly patch somewhere in the meadow.  

To create Bug hotels.  

Lindsey Andrews can supply the seeds and materials for the above ideas.   

Peter added that Lindsey has launched the event on Facebook and has had 100 responses 

so far.  Margaret and Christina said they can help.  We will put the event on our website.  

Peter will send john the information electronically. 

Allyson thanked Peter Aldous, Peter Gray and Margaret.  Christina recommended taking 

blackthorn saplings and planting them on the dry areas remaining on the western side of the 

wet areas, as blackthorn bushes take as much water as they need.  We are concerned 

about Cllr Law’s advice about not planting trees until the drainage issue is resolved.  It was 

agreed this should be included in the letter Margaret will write to him.  The wood piles are  
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Project Manager’s Report (continued) 

still there.  Allyson said Signpost are asking for logs for edging their Lowestoft in Bloom 

garden project.  This was agreed.  The couch grass is still there owing to the frozen ground. 

It can be removed when the ground is softer.  Postpone ordering Trefoil and Yellow Rattle 

seeds at present, as we may be able to obtain them through BOB. 

Benches 

Could we make rustic benches out of logs?  Could the Scouts help? 

AOB 

John contacted Tracey Housley at Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  We have missed out on possible 

funding as the scheme is not currently running.  Tracey is willing to meet us on site on 

Monday 18th April at 10.00 am.  She said one option for re-seeding the meadow would be 

dry hay. 

Owl Box.  SWT have suppliers, one of which is SOLD.  SOLD charge £75.  The other John 

can do it for £30-£40 but has not yet got back.  We agreed to the second option.  John said 

he hasn’t heard the owls recently.   

Fundraising.  Margaret will draft a generic fundraising letter as a matter of urgency and send 

to Peter Aldous as he has some possible contacts who may be able to help us.   

Date of Next Meeting   7.30 pm on Tuesday 22nd March at Ashdale. 

It was agreed to meet separately regarding encroachment.  John and Lynne will contact us 

by e-mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        

                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 


